
 

Independent Study                         

Grade 11 or 12 Family Ethics IDC4U  

There are two book choices you may choose from in order to complete your independent 
Study and earn 10 out of class hours. Choose from one of the following:  

Book Report Choice #1:  

“The Sacred Trust” by Pinchas Stolper 

The Grade 11 and 12 Family and Ethics curriculum focuses on Mitzvos and Relationships and 
this book report reflects this. 

Read the following instructions carefully and ensur e that all components are included in 
your report. 

1) Purchase the book “The Sacred Trust” by Pinchas Stolper. (You can find it at any Jewish 
bookstore, or you may contact the Torah High office to see if there any copies of the book 
available to be borrowed.)  

2) Read the preface and foreword to the book (pages xi –xviii) 

3) Read chapters 1 – 4 (pages 19 – 74)   

4) Read any other chapter from the book; choose from chapters 5-8 or the appendix – 13. 

5) Write an essay that explains the following: 

1. Whether you feel that this book is appropriate to teenagers? Would you suggest this 
book to other teenagers? 

2. Write a small paragraph for each of the six chapters (including the preface and 
foreword) that you read. Include a brief description of their content and purpose. 

3. Write at least 2 paragraphs with clear examples of whether or not your Torah High 
studies reflect the material you read. 

4. Give at least 5 examples of things that you read that you previously did not know. 
Describe what effect, if any, they had on you. 

5. Write a 3 paragraph essay that clearly explains what the book claims is Judaism’s view 
on the nature of male and female relationships. Include an explanation using clear 
examples how modern society either reflects or contracts with the Jewish view. Add 
wither you agree with the book’s overall approach to this topic? 

6. Write a concluding paragraph reflecting your opinion of the overall goal and impact of 
the book. Include in this paragraph whether or not you plan on reading the book 
completely and why? 

Completed report is to be emailed to Nechama@torahhigh.org . Ensure you receive a 
confirmation of receipt upon submitting. Your study  will be marked out of 10 and the mark 
with comments will be emailed to you 



 
Book Report Choice #2 

“Love Your Neighbor” by Rabbi Zelig Pliskin  

The Grade 11 and 12 Family and Ethics curriculum focuses on Mitzvos and Relationships and 
this book report reflects this. 

Read the following instructions carefully and ensur e that all components are included in 
your report. 

1) Purchase the book “Love Your Neighbor”. (You can find it at any Jewish Bookstore, or you 
may contact the Torah High office to see if there any copies of the book available to be 
borrowed).  

2) Choose 40 Mitzvos from throughout the book. Ensure they are from different areas of the 
book and not from concentrated sections. 

3) Write 2 sentences on each Mitzva summing up what each one is. Include examples of how 
the Mitzva is put into practice.  

4) Write a comprehensive essay answering the following questions: 

1. Did you find the book inspiring? Why?  
2. Did you find that the book gave you new perspective on the idea of Love Your 

Neighbor? Why or why not? 
3. Explain whether you feel that it’s important to have such detail when it comes to being a 

good person? Why or why not? 
4. Do you feel that this book is appropriate to teenagers? Would you recommend it to 

other young adults? 
5. Choose 12 Mitzvos from among the forty you read and expand on them by giving one or 

two different examples then the ones choosen. Explain why you chose these particular 
examples. Include for each Mitzva chosen if it is “glorified” or “respected” by modern 
society? 

6.  Describe whether this book shows that the Torah overall is a guidebook to human 
relations. Why or why not? Provide examples for your answers. 

Completed report is to be emailed to Nechama@torahhigh.org . Ensure you receive a 
confirmation of receipt upon submitting. Your study  will be marked out of 10 and the mark 
with comments will be emailed to you.  


